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AVONLINK — SERVICE EXPANSION 

667. Mr R.S. LOVE to the Minister for Regional Development: 
I was very pleased that the minister was in Toodyay in my electorate last week to announce the expansion of the 
AvonLink rail service. Will the minister please provide some details on the expanded service and how this will 
benefit people in the Avon region? 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Mandurah, I call you to order for the second time. 

Mr R.S. LOVE: I will repeat the second part of my question because I think it was drowned out. Will the 
minister please provide some details on the expanded service and how this will benefit people in the 
Avon region? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN replied: 
I am going to jump up before the Premier does, as he would love to answer this question! 

Just recently, cabinet and the Minister for Transport made a decision to trial an enhanced service for the 
AvonLink. Recently, as a product of looking at a range of government services under the fiscal challenge that we 
are working through, as governments do at this time, a decision was made to cut the AvonLink service because of 
the level of patronage. That was of concern to the local communities particularly in Toodyay and Northam. 

Mr M.P. Murray interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Collie–Preston, I call you to order for the first time. It is not your question. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: That was a once-a-day service for five days a week, mainly for commuters who live in the 
Avon Valley to get to Perth. 

Mr M.P. Murray: The subsidy was $155 per person. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I take it that the member for Collie–Preston does not support the AvonLink service. 

Mr M.P. Murray: No, I don’t. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Beautiful; thank you! 

Mr M.P. Murray: I tell you that because you haven’t supported the people in your own electorate! 

The SPEAKER: Minister, through the Chair, thank you. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: The service that has been in place has largely been a commuter service from the 
Avon Valley area back into the city to enable people to live in a lovely part of the state and to be able to work in 
the city, but the patronage levels have been challenging. 

Mr P.B. Watson interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Albany, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: As a government, we have responded to the concerns — 

Mr M.P. Murray interjected. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: If the member for Collie–Preston listens to the answer, he will get an understanding of 
what is actually happening. 

Mr M.P. Murray interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Collie–Preston, I call you to order for the second time. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: As a government, we have responded to the concerns of the community that says it values 
this service. We therefore agreed to put a trial in place. We are trying to get an enhanced level of service to 
increase the number of services during the week to three per day—that is, two extra services on Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday—a return service on the weekend and 10 services throughout the year that match 
up with particular events out in the Avon Valley area. The intent is to have an enhanced service that can hit the 
sweet spot for community needs for people in the Avon Valley area. To respond to the point the member makes 
in his question, it is to try to get a much better level of funding support for a subsidised service, and that is 
a given; so we are trying to get a much better level of cost-recovery. 

Ms R. Saffioti interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for West Swan! 
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Mr D.T. REDMAN: Cabinet also said that halfway through the three-year trial to report back to cabinet on how 
that is tracking and how it is going. We have therefore put in just under $6.6 million of royalties for regions 
funds to support a three-year trial of an enhanced service to try to hit the sweet spot so that we can have a service 
that has a much higher level of sustainability. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Collie–Preston! 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: It is one thing in this trial for the community to say, “We want this service and we want to 
have it back on”, but I put the challenge back to the community and say, “If you don’t support it, it will stop.” 
An enhanced level of service is appropriate and it is a trial, but it means that the community must step up and say 
that it will make the service work. I put that challenge to the community when this enhanced service was 
launched. I thank the Minister for Transport for his support. I also thank the member for Central Wheatbelt, the 
member for Moore and Hon Paul Brown in the upper house who have been advocates for trying to get a better 
level of sustainability for a service that is well supported in the Avon Valley area. 
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